
Village of Fishkill 
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting                    
September 24, 2009 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: Chairman opens the meeting at 7:30 p.m. Those present: 
Anthony Ruggiero, Mary Brockway, Tom Newhard,  and Don Van Nostrand, 
Secretary. Absent: Gerry DiLoreto, Mary Pearse and Cathy Ann Nicholson.  
 
Anthony Ruggiero: Tonight is a continuation of a public hearing. I will need a 
motion to reopen the public hearing since it was adjourned from July. So is there 
a motion? 
 
Mary Bockway: So moved. Motion seconded by Tom Newhard. All in favor? Aye. 
Opposed? None. Motion carried. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: The public hearing is for Fishkill Route 52 LLC located at 
1004 Main Street.  
 
Representing Fishkill Route 52 LLC is Joe Beichert of Timely Signs and Tom 
Hodges from Lordae Management (Fishkill Route 52 LLC). 
 
Joe Beichert: At the last meeting we were asked to go back to the Lordae 
Management Company with the idea of taking the tenants off of the proposed 
new monument sign. The management company is willing to spend a certain 
amount of money to upgrade the sign substantially from what is there. What they 
are asking for is not what I think is out of step with the other malls such as Fishkill 
Village Square in terms of tenant panels. I spoke to Lordae management and 
they have spent a lot of time, energy and capital coming before the board and 
coming up with a design for which they feel is a nice upgrade in keeping with the 
Main Street look and feel. They do not have an alternative design. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: Okay, this was an adjournment from July back and forth. We 
reopened the public hearing and I would like to let you know that there are only 
three of us here tonight. So, my recommendation to the board would be to 
adjourn this meeting again until we have a full board for their review. We do have 
several questions but this is my recommendation. The other two members can 
certainly have their own opinion. I think our concern was really the size of the 
sign and getting into a similar situation that we had next door which you were 
mentioning. Have you looked into two smaller signs since this is two separate 
lots? 
 
Tom Hodges: I believe the gentleman from the building department would like it 
to be one sign. I believe there is a letter describing that which we sent out. I 
believe we requested two smaller signs. That is something we may be willing to 
do but the only thing that is our concern is that we have sunk a lot money into 
that plaza in the last five years and the taxes on the property is probably the 
second highest in the Village if not the highest. I am the one that does the taxes 
for the company so I know they are high. We do not think we are asking for 
anything out of the ordinary for that sign. There was some concern about the 
setback of the buildings that it is closer than the other plazas. If you look at the 
doctors offices that have their signs out by the road, those buildings are even 
closer to the road than our shopping center and they are allowed to have a sign 
saying who they are. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: We are not saying you cannot have a sign and do not think 
anybody on this board is suggesting that the merchants do not have a sign. I 
think we are saying the sign is too big. 
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Joe Biechert:  There was a question in terms of tenant signs last time and that is 
what would be removed from the signage. By reducing the square footage it 
would mean that they would have the same square footage as they have now. 
In our conversation with Lordae management they have spent nearly ten 
thousand dollars on nothing more than what they have now. This is really not the 
direction that they want to go in terms spending the money. They would like to do 
it one time and put the tenants on the sign. I think what they proposed and what 
has been designed is what Main Street should be. In terms of size they are 
asking for a variance and they can write into the lease the smaller tenant panels 
all being the same color. I think that would answer a lot questions on tenant 
panels 
 
Tom Hodges: We really do not want to go back have to do a redesign of the sign. 
We have been in front of this Board a few times now and we are spending a lot of 
money with the design and redesigns. We were hoping to be able to wrap this up 
tonight but I understand that you would like to postpone it for another meeting. 
 
Joe Beichert: I would ask it for it to go to a vote tonight.  
 
Anthony Ruggiero: If, you did not get approval for this sign tonight what would 
you do? 
 
Tom Hodges: We would probably just leave the sign that is there now. Later 
down the road there might be some idea what we could do. 
 
A lengthy discussion followed on the number of tenants occupying the plaza and 
the current signage on the store fronts. 
 
Joe Beichert: I think the situation is where Lordae Management  is above and 
beyond to come up with something which I think is extremely reasonable on this 
sign. I am somewhat disappointed that we are here and there are some board 
members absent. If this meeting gets adjourned I do not know whether you will 
see us again. I would recommend that Tom leave the sign as it is. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: If I can interrupt you for a minute the last time you were here 
in July the meeting was adjourned based on your recommendation. In August we 
did not hear anything from you and last we heard you were done. Then we 
received a call that you would like to get back on the agenda. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: This is a public hearing and if there is anyone in the audience 
who would like to make a comment please come forward and state your name for 
the record. 
 
Dr Rudolph from St Lukes Excel Urgent Care spoke in favor of the sign. He 
stated that he needed the signage along the street to identify the Urgent Care 
Center to show the community where they are located. He said the Care Center 
depended on people walking in off the street and the sign on Main Street is much 
needed. He stated he has been working with the property owners for several 
months to get the additional signage. 
 
The Director of Engineering of St Luke’s Hospital also spoke in support of the 
new proposed sign. 
 
Mary Brockway: I would like to see a sign there that is presentable. I think we 
should vote on this tonight. I think we should close the public hearing. 
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Anthony Ruggiero: If there no further comments is there a motion to close the 
public hearing? 
 
Tom Newhard: I make a motion to close the public hearing. Motion seconded by 
Mary Brockway. All in favor? Aye. Opposed? None. Motion carried. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: At the last meeting in July we granted a variance for the 10 
foot setback. If there is no further discussion is there a motion? 
 
Mary Brockway: I make a motion that the Board accept the plan to grant a 26 foot 
additional variance. Motion seconded by Tom Newhard.  
Mary Brockway      Voted:       Yes 
Tom Newhard        Voted:       No 
Anthony Ruggiero: Voted:       No 
 
Motion not carried and variance not granted. 
 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: We have the minutes from the last meeting held on July 30, 
2009. I will entertain a motion to accept or make any corrections to the minutes. 
 
Mary Brockway: I make a motion to accept the minutes for the July 30, 2009 
meeting. Motion seconded by Tom Newhard. All in favor? Aye. Motion carried. 
 
Anthony Ruggiero: Is there a motion to close the meeting? 
 
Mary Brockway: I make a motion to close the meeting. Motion seconded by Tom 
Newhard. All in favor ? Aye. Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Donald Van Nostrand 
Zoning Board Secretary 
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